
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Chairman James Leach  

and Commissioner Bobby Wright  
for being re-elected to the  

Hoke County Board of Commissioners 
Welcome! 
Welcome to the Hoke County  

Newsletter. Inside you’ll find   

information of what’s going on  

inside Hoke County.  

If you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns, 

please email  

Newsletter @hokecounty.org 

man, and Chairman of the Hoke 
County Board of Commissioners, 
James Leach. Commissioners 
Bobby Wright and Jean Powell 
were also in attendance that eve-
ning. Vice-Chairman Tony Hunt 
was unable to attend, due to prior 
commitments. The award was pre-
sented to Mrs. McNeill by the RPO 
Chairman, Leon Maynor. 

Congratulations Mrs. Ellen 
McNeill! 

Ellen McNeill has been named the 
2012 Member of the Year for the 
Rural Planning Organization’s 
Transportation Advisory Commit-
tee. The RPO is a voluntary or-
ganization of local elected officials 
and citizens in rural parts of the 
state working cooperatively with 
the NCDOT to enhance transpor-
tation planning opportunities in 
their areas.  

Mrs. McNeill has served as a Hoke 
County Commissioner since 2006 
and serves her community in nu-
merous other ways. She has been 
an energetic member of the RPO 
Transportation Advisory Commit-
tee since 2007. She actively works 
for the improvement of transporta-
tion infrastructure in Region N. 
She is an advocate for the goal of 
involving local public officials and 

citizens in transportation planning 
to give rural areas a formal voice 
in the transportation planning proc-
ess. 

“It is truly humbling to be selected 
as the Member of the Year,” says 
McNeill. “So many members work 
hard on that committee, and to 
have been selected this year is 
especially gratifying. As I work for 
Hoke County, it takes the entire 
committee - at least a majority - as 
well as the staff at the COG for a 
project to rank high enough for a 
recommendation. The Committee 
and staff have been very suppor-
tive of Hoke and that is what 
makes the difference. It is team-
work!” 

The Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening was the Lumber River 
Council of Government’s Chair-
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vance of Christmas. All fa-
cilities will reopen on 
Wednesday, December 
26th.  

We are hopeful that the new 
convenience site in the 
Scurlock community will be 
ready for operations by the 
end of December. This is, of 
course, contingent on favor-
able weather conditions. 

The new Communi-
cation Center has 
finished being built. 
We are continuing 
with installing equip-
ment. Phone and 
radio system instal-
lation is currently 
scheduled to begin 
on January 7, 2013.  

We look forward to 
having our new 
Center operational 
soon! 

bility of much higher costs to 
the County, as well as the 
customer. 

With the holidays drawing 
near we remind everyone of 
the following closures: 

The Transfer Station and 
ALL Convenience Sites will 
be closed Thursday,  
November 22nd and  
Friday, November 23rd in 

We are currently looking for 
our third source for recycling 
electronics in less than two 
years. We continue to re-
ceive too many of the things 
that recyclers do not want. 
We ask that those bringing 
electronics for recycling do 
not strip out all the valuable 
parts and pieces, and bring 
the remainder to us. If this 
continues we face the possi-

observance of Thanksgiv-
ing. The convenience sites 
w i l l  r e - o p e n  o n  
Saturday, November 24th 
and the Transfer Station will 
r e o p e n  M o n d a y ,  
November 26th.  

The Transfer Station and all 
Convenience Sites will 
close Monday, December 
2 4 t h  a n d  T u e s d a y ,  
December 25th in obser-

Communications News 

Solid Waste Information 

Don Porter Receives Economic Development Award 
The 100 Black Men of 
America, Inc. is a na-
tional service organiza-
tion whose goals are to 
make a direct impact 
on the lives of our 
youth through mentor-
ing, economic develop-
ment, health and well-
ness and education. 
Since the inception of 
this great organization, 
it has given hope and 
opportunity to over 
120,000 youths across 

the nation. In our re-
gion, they have given 
over $100,000  in 
scholarships to youth 
aspiring to attend col-
lege. Their commit-
ment is to the advance-
ment of youth by devel-
oping leaders for to-
morrow. 

Congratulations to Don 
Porter for receiving this 
wonderful honor! 

Hoke County’s Director 
of Economic Develop-
ment, Don Porter, was 
chosen by the 100 
Black Men of America, 
Cape Fear Region to 
be a recipient of their 
Economic Develop-
ment award. Porter 
was chosen for this 
award because of his 
work in the promotion 
of business and eco-
nomic development in 
our community. 

Page 4 HOKE COUNTY NEWSLETTER 



For more information , 
visit the Hoke County 
W e b s i t e , 
www.hokecounty.net , 
choose Tax Office under 
Departments.  Tax Forms 
are available on the web.  
You may also visit our 
office at 227 N Main St or 
reach us by phone at 
910-875-8751. 

New Addition to our Staff: 

We would like to welcome 
Gary Culp as a Tax Ap-
praiser in the Assessor’s 
office. 

orange and black, 
rather than silver and 
black. 
 
The Hoke County Li-
cense Plate Agency is 
located at 520 W. 
Donaldson Ave., Rae-
ford, NC, 28376 and is 
open Monday through 
Friday, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  We look 
forward to serving you! 

Building Permits (New 
Residential Construction) 

November 2011—
October 2012 

TOTAL: 391 

ALL persons who own 
or control business, 
farm, and any personal 
property subject to 
taxation in Hoke County 
or made improvements 
to real property, MUST 
LIST all such property 
and/or improvements 
for year 2013 between 
January 2 and January 
31, 2013. 

Hoke County has a per-
manent listing system for 
real property.   Personal 
property (ex: mobile 
homes, boats, airplanes, 
non-licensed vehicles, 
multi-year tagged trailers, 
farm and business equip-
ment) must be listed in 
January each year.  Fail-
ure to list during the 

month of January will 
result in a 10% late listing 
penalty.  Personal Prop-
erty is listed at the Tax 
office located at 227 N 
Main St, Raeford.  Busi-
nesses may request an 
extension of time for list-
ing. The request must be 
in writing and show a 
good cause. Requests 
must be received by 
January 31, 2013. 

Any additions or improve-
ments made to your real 
property must also be 
listed with the Assessor’s 
office.  A building permit 
does not fulfill this re-
quirement.  It is the own-
ers responsibility to notify 
the tax office of any im-
provements.  This in-

cludes but is not limited to 
additions, remodeling, 
structures removed, 
swimming pools, storage 
buildings, carports, etc. 

All Exemption or Exclu-
sion applications are due 
no later than January 31, 
2013 with the exception 
of the Elderly/Disability 
exclusions. 

The Elderly/Disabled ex-
clusion and the Veteran 
Disability exclusion appli-
cations will be accepted 
until June 1,2013.  The 
income limit for the Eld-
erly/Disabled exclusion 
for 2013 is $28,100. 

Present use applications 
are also due no later than 
January 31, 2013. 

In the past, these per-
manent plates have 
been issued to organi-
zations including, but 
not limited to, the po-
lice and sheriff depart-
ments, all ambulances 
and fire trucks, rescue 
vehicles, schools, 
buses, group homes 
and churches.  Under 
the new law, churches 
and group homes, as 
well as a few others, 

The biggest change 
going on with the Li-
cense Plate Agencies 
of North Carolina is in 
regards to House Bill 
989, which affects ve-
hicles with permanent 
plates.  This new law 
requires all currently-
issued permanent 
plates to be cancelled 
and re-issued under 
new eligibility rules by 
December 31, 2012.  

which currently have 
the permanent plates 
will no longer qualify 
and will, therefore, be 
required to obtain their 
new plates at the stan-
dard plate cost by the 
end of December.  
Those organizations 
which still qualify will 
be paying a one-time 
replacement fee of 
$6.00.  The new per-
manent plates will be 

It’s Time to List Your Taxes! 

Hoke County License Plate Agency 

Hoke County Continues to Grow 
residential homes con-
structed. Building remains 
consistent.  

Building Permits (New 
Residential Construction) 

November 2010—
October 2011 

TOTAL: 388 

Hoke County is said to be 
one of the fastest growing 
counties in the state of 
North Carolina. Building 
has been steady over the 
past two years. Listed is 
the total number of “new” 
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topic was to give stu-
dents the ability to rec-
ognize unhealthy rela-
tionship behavior and 
what they can do to not 
become a victim of dat-
ing violence. 

Department: 
 
Hoke County Health 
Department Board of 
Health approved a no 
tobacco use within fifty 
(50) feet from all door 
entrance and exits of 
the building policy 
overwhelmingly; at 
their monthly meeting 
held on September 10, 
2012. 
 
On July 13th the Hoke 

County Health Depart-
ment Host a Motiva-
tional Interviewing 
Training for Hoke 
County Health depart-
ment Staff as well as 
its partnering agencies. 
The goal of this ongo-
ing training is to equip 
participants with the 
tools to help them in-
duce positive change 
outcomes for their cli-
ents. 
 

Hoke County Health 
Educators attended the 
annual North Carolina 
Society For Public 
Health (NC SOHE) 
conference in Ashville 
NC on October 11th to 
12th. The objective of 
this conference was to 
encourage public 
health educators in the 
state of North Carolina 
to think about health 
education on a global 
scale. 

Foods Curriculum to 
think healthy when pre-
paring meals. Each 
class ended with a full 
cooking project. The 
students in the Child 
Development curricu-
lum had the opportu-
nity to expand their 
knowledge about the 
consequences of hav-
ing unprotected sex. 
The workshop ended 
with students taking 
home a Baby Think It 

Hoke County 
Schools: 

During the month of 
October and Novem-
ber, Hoke County 
Health Educators pro-
vided their annual ado-
lescent health work-
shops at Hoke County 
High School. The week 
long workshops in-
cluded the Winner Cir-
cle Ulva Little encour-
aged students in the 

Over infant simulator 
over a weekend. 
 
Likewise, Cornelia 
Murchison, Health 
Educator was also in-
vited to Sandhoke 
Early College to be 
their guest speaker at 
their annual freshmen 
seminar students were 
educated on 
“Understanding What 
is a Healthy Relation-
ship?” The goal of this 

Health News & Events 

ers and babies. 

On October 25th , the 
Hoke County Health 
Department and the 
Hoke County Domestic 
Violence and Sexual 
Assault Center teamed 
up to educate parents 
at the Hoke County 
Head Start Center. 
About 25 parents were 
informed about “The 
Impact of Domestic 
Violence on Children”. 

On November 3rd, the 
Hoke County Health 
Department hosted 
their annual Diabetes 
Health Fair; about 35 
people were in atten-
dance. Fair participants 
viewed educational 
booths and had the 
opportunity to network 
and connect with com-
munity resources that 
are available to them. 

Community  
Outreach: 

On October 17, 2012, 
the Hoke County 
Health Department 
hosted their annual 
Maternity Fair. The 
goal of this event is to 
educate and connect 
new or expecting moth-
ers with available re-
sources in an effort to 
improve health out-
comes for both moth-
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We hope to see you all 
at some of our upcom-
ing events and we also 
hope you have a won-
derful holiday season. 

The Hoke County Ani-
mal Control/Shelter 
has been very busy 
since the last newslet-
ter.  We have been 
reaching out to the 
public to raise aware-
ness about adoptions 
through our Facebook 
page and it has been 
paying off. Many 
homeless pets of Hoke 
County are finding their 

forever homes, but the 
sad fact is that many 
more are always com-
ing in. Spaying and 
neutering your pets is 
the only way to help 
stop the pet overpopu-
lation problem. 

We recently had a Hal-
loween Costume Con-
test that was a lot of 
fun. Residents were 
asked to submit photos 

of their pets dressed 
up for Halloween.  We 
were rather surprised 
by some of the submis-
sions. We had a pig 
dressed up as a pump-
kin, a goat dress up as 
an Indian and our first 
prize winner was 
Stella, a Great Dane 
that was adopted from 
us a few years ago. 

Does your child struggle 
with reading? 

Does your child attend 
Hoke County Schools? 

HOKE READING/
LITERACY COUNCIL 

CAN HELP 

Please call  
910-875-2145  

to schedule testing 

Hoke County Animal Shelter 

Hoke Reading and Literacy Council 

too!  If you do make a 
dish please make it 
bland with no spices, 
butter, gravy etc.  We 
don’t want to give the 
animals an upset stom-
ach.  The picture at-
tached is of last year’s 
dinner with the ani-
mals. 

 With Christmas right 
around the corner shel-
ter staff will be placing 
a box in the office of 
the shelter for toys and 
treats.  If you would 
like to give a homeless 
pet a toy or treats for 
Christmas you can 
drop it at the shelter 
anytime during busi-
ness hours. Since 
these wonderful ani-
mals will not have a 
home for the holidays 
we want to make it as 
special as we can for 
them. 

For about 4 years now 
the shelter has been 
doing a big Thanksgiv-
ing dinner for all of the 
animals at the shelter.  
Each year it gets big-
ger and better.  This 
year rather than having 
it on Thanksgiving it 
will be held on Novem-
ber 21st at 2:00pm at 
the shelter so that eve-
ryone can attend.  We 
are inviting the public 
to come out and help 
us feed the animals.  
You can even bring a 
dish for the animals 
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Christmas Open House 

Monday  
December 3, 2012 

5:00-7:00p.m. 

*** 

Hoke Reading/Literacy 
Council 

125 W Elwood Avenue, 
Raeford, NC 



one of the many fund-
raisers that allow the 
Department of Social 
Services to give back 
to the public through a 
variety of donations.  
As a morale booster, 
Spirit Week generates 
lots of excitement and 
anticipation to see just 
how creative employ-
ees can be.  From face 
paint to hairspray, 
markers to leg warm-
ers, participants pull 
out all the stops to vie 
for the top prize.  Spirit 
Week 2012 was the 
best so far and with 
expectations high, the 
sky is the limit for next 
year’s competitors. 

The 3rd Annual Spirit 
Week celebration at 
the Hoke County De-
partment of Social Ser-
vices had visits from 
the likes of Marilyn 
Monroe, Dorothy and 
some Carolina Tar-
heels just to name a 
few.   Hoke DSS Spirit 
Week 2012 was music 
themed and featured a 
different dress up cate-
gory each day to in-
clude Wacky Tacky 
Day, 60’s Day, Dress 
to Impress Day, Sports 
Day and Character 
Day.  Coworkers made 
coin votes for their out-
fits of choice and the 
participant with the 

most votes at the end 
of the day wins.  The 
participant with the 
highest total money 
votes for the week is 
the winner of the Spirit 
Week competition.  
This year’s grand prize 
winner was Sheffie 
Turner (pictured right 
as Dorothy).  As an 
NCSSA fundraiser, the 
stakes are pretty high 

with the grand prize as 
a $50 Visa gift card.  
Because all prizes 
come directly from the 
money generated, this 
fundraiser is a win-win 
for everyone.  “We al-
ways look forward to 
Spirit Week.  It is fun to 
see everyone, includ-
ing our director, partici-
pate,” states one em-
ployee.  Spirit Week is 

Services provide ser-
vices and benefits to 
the people of North 
Carolina. 

The implementation of 
this new program for 
Food and Nutrition Ser-
vices will be the week-

North Carolina Fami-
lies Accessing Ser-
vices through Technol-
ogy is a program de-
signed to improve the 
way the Department of 
Health and Human 
Services and County 
Departments of Social 

end of November 10, 
2012.  The Hoke 
County Department of 
Social Services is 
working diligently to 
provide assistance as 
timely as possible 
through this transition. 

NC FAST 

Hoke DSS Gets Musical for Its 3rd Annual Spirit Week Celebration 
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the Department of So-
cial Services is shown 
through her work and 
willingness to assist 
and help others.  Re-
becca takes on a lead 
role in completing 
tasks and displays ini-
tiative when she sees a 
need in the agency.  

The Hoke County 
Board of Social Ser-
vices at the October 26 
Board Meeting pre-
sented a certificate to 
Rebecca Brown.  Re-
becca is being recog-
nized as employee of 
the month for Novem-
ber.  Her dedication to 

Congratulations to… Rebecca Brown! 

Rebecca has been with 
the agency two years. 

L to R:  Social Services 
Director, Della Sweat; 
Income Maintenance 
Caseworker, Rebecca 
Brown; Social Services 
Board Chair, Gwen 
Booker. 



President Clinton first 
declared November as 
National Adoption Month 
in 1995.  Since that time, 
national and statewide 
efforts to increase aware-
ness of the tens of thou-
sands of children (across 
the US) in foster care 
waiting for permanent 
homes has grown consid-
erably.  Foster Care 
Adoption rates have 
steadily increased over 
the years, with foster par-
ents adopting many of the 
children they have cared 
for.  In 2011, nearly 51, 
000 chi ldren were 
adopted from the foster 
care system across the 
US. 

In 2010, there were ap-
proximately 2,400 chil-
dren in foster care in 
North Carolina waiting to 
be adopted.  In Hoke 
County, we currently do 
not have any children 
waiting for adoption.  For-
tunately, the children in 
Hoke County that have 
need ed  p e rmane n t 
homes through foster 
care adoption have found 
their permanent home 

through their foster parent 
or a relative.  Sadly 
though, many of the chil-
dren waiting for a perma-
nent home in North Caro-
lina and across the US 
never find one and they 
age out of foster care at 
the age of 18.  There are 
hundreds of teens in fos-
ter care in our state wait-
ing for a family yet teens 
are usually the ones that 
get left behind in the sys-
tem.  Teens need perma-
nent families just as much 
as infants and toddlers 
do.  All children have a 
right to a safe, permanent 
family. 

*** 

Myths about foster care 
adoption: 

Myth: It’s expensive to 
adopt. 

Fact:  Foster care adop-
tion is generally free of 
charge, with costs cov-
ered by the child’s resi-
dent county department 
of social services. 

* 

Myth: Foster children are 

bad and have too many 
problems. 

Fact:  The vast majority 
of children in foster care 
are in care because of 
things their    parents 
failed to do, not because 
of something the child 
did. 

* 

Myth: You have to be 
married to adopt. 

Fact: You can be single 
or married to adopt a 
child from foster care. 

* 

Myth: You can’t adopt a 
relative or a child you 
fostered. 

Fact: Relative and foster 
parent adoptions are 
strongly encouraged. 

*** 

To learn more about 
Myths and Facts of Adop-
tion, how to adopt a foster 
child, and see children 
available for adoption 
through the foster care 
s y s t e m ,  v i s i t 
www.adoptUSkids.org, a 

November is National Adoption Month! 
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service of the Children’s 
Bureau, a part of the US 
Department of Health and 
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s .  
www.adoptUSkids.org 
provides a variety of 
adoption information for 
families interested in 
adopting children from the 
foster care system. The 
website contains links to 
The State of North Caro-
lina, Department of 
Health & Human Services 
website regarding the 
adoption of foster children 
in North Carolina. 

 

Please contact your local 
county department of 
social services foster 
care/adoption program for 
additional information on 
fostering or adopting a 
child in foster care.  In 
Hoke County, please con-
tact April Locklear at 878-
1 9 2 7  o r 
alocklear@hokecounty.or
g or Tammy Waddell at 
8 7 8 - 1 9 8 9  o r 
twaddell@hokecounty.org 
or Kristi Pigford at 878-
4 0 4 8  o r  k p i g -
ford@hokecounty.org. 



Halloween has come 
and gone, but some 
great photos linger on. 
What an incredible 
month October turned 
out to be for Hoke 
County Senior Ser-
vices. On October 31 
2012, Senior Services 
held its Octoberfest, 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 
pm at Hoke County 

Senior Services (Old 
Armory) located at 423 
East Central Ave., 
Raeford, NC. Seniors 
from all sites gather for 
the Octoberfest, which 
featured sen ior ’s 
pumpkin carving, and 
masks decorating. The 
staff was invited to 
dress up in their favor-
ite costumes. However, 

the staff was not the 
only ones who dressed 
up for Halloween a few 
seniors also showed 
up in their own cos-
tume. The guest 
speakers invited for the 
Octoberfest was from 
division of services for 
the blind mini center for 
individual with vision 
loss.  

Hoke County Senior Services 
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Upcoming Events 

 
November 

The seniors will be 
celebrating their No-
vember Thanksgiving 
Blast on the 27th at the 
Senior Center 10am to 
1pm.  

 

December 

The appreciation cele-
bration for the SHIIP 
volunteers will be held 
on December 13th at 
the Senior Center 3pm 
to 5pm. 

 

The seniors Christmas 
Blessing celebration 
will be December the 
20th at the Senior Cen-
ter 10am to 1pm.  

 

The employees Christ-
mas celebration and 
appreciation will be 
held December 21st at 
the Senior Center  



Fats 
Oils and 
Grease   

Why are Fats, Oil and Grease a Problem? 

Grease hardens at room temperature and can cause blockages in home plumbing pipes and even over-
flows in your home or yard.  These substances also cause clogging in the Public Utilities Collection Sys-
tem. 

 

Where does grease come from? 

FOG is produced from cooking in your home, apartment, restaurants, schools, churches, condominiums, 
shopping centers, hospitals, hotels, or anywhere food is prepared.  Grease is a by-product of cooking 
and comes from things like: 

 meat fats     

 shortening 

 lard 

 baking goods 

 butter and margarine 

 cooking oil 

 dairy products 

 food scrapes 

 sauces 

Why should you care? 

Grease related problems can cause sewage backups and overflows that are messy, costly and a poten-
tial threat to your health and the environment.  That is why we want to help customers stop problems 
associated with grease before they occur. 

 

What you can do to help prevent clogs and sewer overflows:   

 Never pour FOG into sinks, toilets, external drains, or storm sewers. 

 Scrape grease and food scrapes from dishes and cookware into trash or garbage can. 

 Place strainers in your sink to catch food scraps and then throw the food in the trash. 

 Don’t put grease into your garbage disposal. 

 Wipe cookware and dishware with a paper towel to remove FOG before putting them into the sink or 
dishwasher. 

Talk with friends and neighbors about the grease problem so that the community is aware of the risk. 

FOG Questions:   
Please call Stephanie Hall  

at (910) 878-1251 

 

Hoke County  
Public Works 

423 East Central Ave 

Raeford, NC 28376 

Phone (910) 875-6704 

Fax (910) 904-1640 

hokecounty.org 

Hoke County’s FOG Program 
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Wireless networks are not as secure as the traditional “wired” networks, but you can minimize the risk on 
your wireless network (at home or at work) by following the tips below. 

 

How Does it Work? 

The standard setup for a wireless network requires two components:  a Wireless Access Point (WAP) 
and a computer with a wireless network adapter.  Properly configuring a wireless device can be chal-
lenging and the steps will vary depending on the manufacturer.    

 

The WAP connects to your high-speed Internet connection and/or your internal network.  It provides the 
ability to use a computing device (copier, printer, etc.) without being constrained by the distance of a 
wire. A wireless network adapter, used for transmitting and receiving information, may be required for 
each device you intend to connect to a WAP. The wireless network adapter is usually built into laptop 
computers, while it is an add-on component for other devices. 

 

Tips for Securing Your Wireless Network 

 

Enable Encryption 

It is critical that every wireless network has encryption enabled.  Encryption scrambles the data 
in a way that if your signal is intercepted there is reduced risk of someone being able to eaves-
drop or monitor your communications.  There are several standards of encryption common to 
most WAPs. Newer wireless access points include Wi-Fi Protected Access (WPA) and Wi-Fi 
Protected Access 2 (WPA2).  WPA2 is stronger and the preferred method of encryption. If 
WPA2 is not available, it is recommended that you use WPA.  If your network only allows for 
WEP (Wired Equivalency Privacy), an older standard of encryption, it is recommended that you 
replace your wireless network with one that supports WPA2 or WPA.  

 

Change the Default Password 

Change the default password that comes with your WAP.  The default passwords used by 
manufacturers are well known to the hacking community.  Be sure to use a strong password, 
that is at least eight characters in length and include a mix of upper and lower case letters, as 
well as special characters. 

 

Change SSID Name  

The Service Set Identifier (SSID) is the name of your wireless network. Default SSIDs are well 
known—often the name of the manufacturer—or easy to guess. Change the SSID name to 
something unique and be careful not to use a name that freely discloses information. For exam-
ple, avoid using your family name. Avoid descriptive or functional names as well, such as 
“Payroll” or “Accounting” since this would advertise an attractive target for an attacker.   

From the Hoke County IT Department: 
Securing Your Wireless Network 
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Turn Off SSID Broadcasting  

By turning off SSID Broadcasting, your WAP does not advertise its presence. It is similar to hav-
ing an unlisted telephone number. This is a way to reduce the visibility of your network to others 
within the range of your WAP. The only way to connect to a WAP with SSID Broadcasting turned 
off is to know the SSID name and password.      

 

Use MAC Filtering on Your WAP  

The MAC (Media Access Control) address is the unique ID assigned to your computer’s wireless 
adapter.  It is referred to as the computer’s “physical address.”  Enabling MAC filtering on your 
WAP allows you to designate and restrict which computers can connect to your WAP.  If the 
computer’s address is not listed, a wireless connection cannot be made to the WAP.  

To look up a MAC address on a Windows computer, select “Start” then “Run” and type 
“cmd”; then a new window will open; type “ipconfig /all” and press the enter key. A num-
ber of attributes will be displayed. The MAC address is identified as the “Physical Ad-
dress.”   

For a MAC Operating System, click on “System Preferences”; select “Network”; select 
“WiFi”; click on “Advanced”; in the tool bar that appears, click on “Hardware.”  The MAC 
address will be displayed on the first line. 

 

             Update the Software/Firmware in Your WAP 

Contact the manufacturer for directions and guidelines on how to update the software and firm-
ware in your WAP.  If the option is available, enable the auto-update feature on your WAP. 

 

For More Information:  

PC World:  How to Use Your Wireless Network 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/130330/how_to_secure_your_wireless_network.html 

 

OnGuard Online: Securing Your Wireless Network 
http://onguardonline.gov/articles/0013-securing-your-wireless-network  



The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs offers a wide range of benefits for our Nation's Veterans, 
service members, and their families. You may be eligible for VA benefits if you are a Veteran, Vet-
eran’s dependent, Surviving spouse, child or parent of a deceased Veteran, or a uniformed service 
member. 

Compensation: VA can pay you monthly compensation if you are at least 10% disabled as a result of 
your military service. 
Pension: You can receive a monthly pension if you are a wartime Veteran with limited income, and 
you are permanently and totally disabled or at least 65 years old. 
Health Care: VA provides a number of health care services, such as hospital, outpatient medical,  
dental, pharmacy and prosthetic services; domiciliary, nursing home, and community based residential 
care; sexual trauma counseling; specialized health care for women Veterans; health and rehabilitation 
programs for homeless Veterans; readjustment counseling; alcohol and drug dependency treatment; 
and medical evaluation for disorders associated with military service in the Gulf War, or exposure to 
Agent Orange, radiation, and other environmental hazards. VA provides free health care for Veterans 
who served in a theater of combat operations after November 11, 1998, for any illness possibly related 
to their service in that theater. 

Vocational Rehabilitation & Employment: VA provides assistance to Veterans with ser-
vice-connected disabilities to prepare for, obtain, and maintain suitable employment. For Veterans 
with serious service-connected disabilities, VA also offers services to improve their ability to live as 
independently as possible. Assistance to Veterans may be provided in the form of job search, voca-
tional evaluation, career exploration, vocational training, educational training and supportive rehabilita-
tion services. 

Education & Training: VA pays benefits to eligible Veterans and service members while 
they are in an approved education or training program.  

Home Loans: VA offers a number of home loan services to eligible Veterans, some mili-
tary personnel, and certain surviving spouses. 

Life Insurance: 1) Service members’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI) provides coverage up to 
$400,000 for service members. Coverage ends 120 days after discharge, but can be extended for up 
to two years if the member is totally disabled. 2) Service members’ Group Life Insurance Traumatic 
Injury Protection (TSGLI) is an automatic feature of SGLI that provides payments of up to $100,000 for 
service members who suffer losses such as amputations, blindness, and paraplegia, due to traumatic 
injuries. 3) Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI) allows service members to convert their SGLI to 
lifetime renewable term coverage. VGLI must be applied for within one year and 120 days of dis-
charge. If applied for within 120 days of discharge, there are no good health requirements. 4) Service-
Disabled Veterans Insurance (S-DVI) provides up to $10,000 of coverage for service connected veter-
ans. If totally disabled, they are eligible for an additional $20, 000. Veterans must apply within two 
years of being rated service connected for a new condition. 5) Veterans’ Mortgage Life Insurance 
(VMLI) provides coverage of up to $90,000 for severely disabled Veterans and service members who 
have received a specially adapted housing grant from VA. 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is payable to certain survivors of service 
members who died during active service; Veterans who died from service-related disabilities; and  cer-
tain Veterans who were being paid 100% VA disability compensation at time of death. 

Death Pension is payable to some surviving spouses and children of deceased wartime 
Veterans. The benefit is based on financial need. 

A Summary of Veterans Affairs Benefits 
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Hoke County Public Library’s Halloween Carnival a Success! 
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Parents’ DIC is payable to some surviving parents. The benefit is based on financial need. 
VA Civilian Health and Medical Program (CHAMPVA) shares the cost of medical services 

for eligible dependents and survivors of certain Veterans. 
Dependents & Survivors Education & Training: Some family members of disabled or de-

ceased Veterans are eligible for education and training benefits. 
Home Loans: Certain surviving spouses may be eligible for this benefit.  
Burial: VA offers certain benefits and services to honor our Nation's deceased Veterans. 

1) Headstones and Markers: VA can furnish a monument to mark the grave of an eligible Veteran. 2) 
Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC): VA can provide a PMC for eligible recipients. 3) Burial Flag: 
VA can provide an American flag to drape an eligible Veteran's casket. 4) Reimbursement of Burial 
Expenses: Generally, VA can pay a burial allowance of $2,000 for Veterans who die of service-related 
causes. For certain other Veterans, VA can pay $300 for burial and funeral expenses and $300 for a 
burial plot. 5) Burial in a VA National Cemetery: Most Veterans and some dependents can be buried in 
a VA national cemetery. 
  
A Summary of Veterans Benefits, Pamphlet 21-00-1, 
dated April 2008, US Department of Veterans Affairs 
 
For more information about specific benefits, visit the 
County Veteran Service Office or call (910) 875-2147. 
Note: Effective December 3rd, the operating hours will 
be Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 AM to 
1:00 PM; Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00 to 6:00 PM. 



The Friends of the Li-
brary will hold their 
monthly Book Club 
meeting on Friday, No-
vember 30 from 11:30 
am to 12:30 pm in the 
Library History Room.   
The book to be dis-
cussed is   Nightwoods 
by Charles Frazier, a 
North Carolina native 
who was born in Ashe-
ville & currently resides 
near Raleigh. He has 
degrees from UNC-

Chapel Hill, Appala-
chian State University 
& the University of 
South Carolina. His 
first novel, Cold Moun-
tain, was made into a 
movie starring Nicole 
Kidman and Jude Law. 
Nightwoods, his third 
book, is set in a small-
town in North Carolina 
in the early 1960s. In it, 
he tells the story of 
Luce, a young woman 
who inherits her mur-

dered sister’s mute & 
troubled twins.  

On December 28, the 
Friends Book Club will 
discuss Jerry 
Bledsoe’s Angel Doll.  

Dates & books for 
2013 will be an-
nounced soon. 

iTunes to do the same 
from your mobile 
phone! There’s also a 
special Kid’s Catalog 
— check it out today! 

 

Go to www.srls.info 
and click “Library Cata-
log” to see the eye-
catching “Book River” , 
then click on “My Ac-
count” & login to man-
age your account 
online from home or 
work! You can even 
download a free app 
from Android Market or 

Friends Book Club to Meet Friday, November 30 

NEW Library Catalogue 

Volunteers Needed for Homework Central 
and completing their 
homework assign-
ments, and the Library 
is the perfect place for 
them to go for help. 

However, the Home-
work Central program 
depends on volunteers, 
members of the com-
munity with the skills & 
abilities to assist stu-

dents in subjects rang-
ing from basic math to 
algebra, spelling, geog-
raphy and science. 
Contact Lynette Dial or 
Natalie Spencer, to 
volunteer, and for more 
information. Call  875-
2502 or email lyn-
ette.dial@srls.info  or  

nspen-
cer@hokecounty.org. 

Hoke County Public 
Library’s Homework 
Central has  been a 
part of our school-year  
programs for the last 
few years, and is al-
ways extremely popu-
lar with local students 
and their parents. Chil-
dren & teens in grades 
K-12 often need a 
hand in understanding 
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The Hoke County Co-
operative Extension 
partnered with the 
Hoke County Master 
Gardeners to host a 
local foods dinner, 
“Sunday Supper Local 
Style,” on October 7, 
2012.  The dinner edu-
cated the community 
on the availability of 
fresh, local foods avail-
able to them from 
g row ers  i n  t he 

county.  More than 
seventy people were in 
attendance.  The menu 
consisted of local fruits 
and vegetables from 
the farmers of Hoke 
County.  The meat was 
donated from Moore 
Brothers Beef in Max-
ton.  We would like to 
thank each of you that 
took the time out of 
your busy schedule to 
join us for the din-

ner.  The proceeds 
from the meal will go 
toward local foods pro-
gramming activities at 
the Extension Center. 

 

The Cooperative Ex-
tension staff and volun-
teers conducted Farm 
Field Days at Edens 
Farm on October 17, 
18 and 19.  This was 
an agricultural aware-

event, including banned 
and outdated pesticides.  
For pesticides with un-
readable or missing la-
bels, please contact the 
Cooperative Extension 
Office for instructions.  
Please save any portion 
of the label to help iden-
tify the material so you 
can be assisted with dis-
posal.  Unknown materi-
als cannot be accepted.   

For pressurized pesticide 
gas cylinders or contain-
ers greater than 5 gallons 
in size, please contact the 
Extension Office BE-
FORE the Collection Day 
for special instructions 
and information.  For tips 
on transporting the pesti-
cides safely to the Collec-
tion event, contact the 
Extension Office. 

For more information con-
tact Keith Walters, County 
Extension Director at 
(910) 875-3461.  The 

FREE PESTICIDE  
COLLECTION DAY 

Do you have pesticides at 
your home of farm that 
you no longer need or 
use?  

If your answer is ‘yes’, 
then you'll be interested 
in the Hoke County Pesti-
cide Collection Day on 
Thursday, November 29, 
2012.  

The Hoke County Exten-
sion Office, in cooperation 
with the NC Department 
of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services’ Pesticide 
Disposal Assistance Pro-
gram, a NON-Regulatory 
and Cost-Free program, 
will be offering this Pesti-
cide Collection Day for 
residents in Hoke County 
and all of the surrounding 
North Carolina counties.  

Nearly all pesticide prod-
ucts will be accepted at 
this amnesty collection 

collection will be from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the Hoke County Transfer 
Station located at 700 C. 
C. Steele Road off of Doc 
Brown Road in Raeford 
on Thursday, November 
29, 2012. 

4-H Youth Development 

The State 4-H Council 
Conference was held 
November 3-4, 2012 at 
the Jane S. McKimmon 
Center at North Carolina 
State University in Ra-
leigh, NC. Four Hoke 
County 4-Hers attended 
the conference and par-
ticipated in many work-
shops, fun activities as 
well as learning opportu-
nities.   Workshops were 
conducted on leadership, 
citizenship and team 
building.  The theme for 
this conference was “The 
Revolution of Responsi-
bility.” 

The 4-H Life Skills Advi-

Hoke County Cooperative Extension 
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ness activity for all the 
third graders in Hoke 
County with nearly 600 
you th  pa r t i c i pa t -
ing.  This event edu-
cated our youth on the 
importance of agricul-
ture in Hoke County 
through 10 educational 
stations on various 
topics including agricul-
tural production and 
products. 

sory Board met on Thurs-
day November 8, 2012 at 
4:00 pm.  This meeting 
was focused on the 
changes we made for the 
last part of the year, being 
able to contact parents 
and talk about the pro-
gress that we have made 
working with the students 
on continuing bases.  
Trying to get parents 
more involved with their 
child daily and enforcing 
what is being taught to 
them through 4-H Life 
Skills program.  The Fam-
ily and Consumer Sci-
ence Agent, Shirley Smith 
also provided information 
on food safety. 

For more information on 
these or other programs 
you can contact the Hoke 
County Center of the 
North Carolina Coopera-
tive Extension at (910) 
875-3461 or stop the of-
fice at 116 West Prospect 
Avenue in Raeford. 



Hoke County Senior 
Citizens enjoyed a 7 
Day/6 Night trip to Ni-
agara Falls/Canada 
September 30 - Octo-
ber 6, 2012.  The par-
ticipants enjoyed a 
wonderful tour of Cas-
tle Loma, one of Can-
ada's most famous 
castle.  They also en-
joyed a cruise on the 
Maid of the Mist with 
an awe-inspiring view 
of the mighty Niagara 
Falls.  Other sights was 
a visit to the Welland 
Canals Centre to view 

ships on the canal; We 
passed through pictur-
esque Wine Country 
and Canada's "Fruit 
Belt" with lunch in Ni-
agara-on- the-Lake, 
known as one of North 
America's prettiest little 
towns and the site of 
the War of 1812.  We 
also enjoyed delicious 
meals; fine hotel ac-
commodations and our 
final visit was to the 
Carnegie Museum of 
Natural History.  There 
were a total of 47 par-
ticipants. 

Hoke County partici-
pants attended the an-
nual North Carolina 
State Fair, Tuesday, 
October 16, 2012 in 
Raleigh.  There were a 
total of 45 participants 
enjoying a day of fun 
and fellowship. 

Saturday, December 
15, 2012, Parks & Rec-
reation is sponsoring a 
trip to Duplin County 
Winery for a Christmas 
dinner and show.  We 
have a few slots still 
available if anyone is 

6:30 for $30.00 per 
month 

 
Bingo 2nd Wednesday 
of each month at Pub-
lic Library from 10 am - 
noon (free) 

Bowling every Thurs-
day at 1pm (free trans-
portation provided by 
HATS) 

 
Zumba every Tuesday 
& Thursday from 5:30 - 

Seniors Travel to Niagara Falls 

Parks and Recreation Programs 
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interested and the total 
cost is $73.00 per per-
son.  Call 875-4035 for 
more information. 

The annual trip for 
2013 is to Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Texas.  This trip 
will be May 14-22 with 
the first deposit of 
$75.00 per person due 
December 31, 2012.  
The total cost is 
$659.00 per person 
(double occupancy).  
Call 875-4035 for more 
information. 



Hoke County Parks & Recreation 

Presents… 

Breakfast With 

 

   CHILDREN 6 AND UNDER, ALONG WITH THEIR PARENTS, ARE INVITED TO 

JOIN US FOR A DELIGHTFUL MORNING BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND HIS   

ELVES. PARENTS WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE PICTURES OF 

  THEIR CHILD WITH SANTA.  

Location: 423 E. Central Ave 
L. E. McLaughlin Building 

Date: December 8, 2012 

Time: 9:00am-11:00am 

Price: $1.00 per child & $3.00 per Adult 

Tickets: Tickets go on sale from NOVEMBER 
12, 2012 TO NOVEMBER 30, 2012 Must 
purchase tickets in advance. 

**Building Space is limited, so you must register to be     

able to attend** 

Contact: Hoke County Parks & Recreation   
 910-875-4035 



Hoke County Parks & Recreation 

 

Basketball & Wrestling 
Basketball Ages‐ 5‐15yrs old   Wrestling Ages‐6‐11yrs old 

DATE- NOVEMBER 5TH-NOVEMBER 30, 2012 
   MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:00AM-5:00PM 

 
LOCATION- 423 E. CENTRAL AVE. 

L.E MCLAUCHLIN BUILDING 

 

COST- $30.00 

**LATE REGISTRATION FEE** 

After December 1, 2012 

Additional $5.00 

If Space is Available 

Contact- Hoke County Parks & Recreation 

910-875-4035 

 





HOKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
FOOD FOR FINES MONTH 

            DECEMBER 1-31, 2012 
 

   
Return your overdue books** 

during the month of December, 
and ‘pay’ your overdue fines 

with a donation of nonperishable food 
or personal care items for 

HCCAC – Hoke County Coalition Against 
Homelessness 

 
HCCAC accepts cans, jars, boxes or bags of non-perishable food, 
complete as sold, as well as personal care items. Your donations may 
include: 
 
 Dried Beans or Peas 
 Pasta 
 Macaroni & Cheese 
 Canned Fruit or Vegetables 
 Canned or Powdered Soup  
 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly & Jam 
 Toilet Tissue 
 Facial Tissue 

 Lotion 
 Soap 
 Dish Detergent 
 Laundry Detergent 
 Toothbrushes 
 Toothpaste 
 Hand Sanitizer 
 Feminine Products 
 Personal Wipes  

 
**Fines waived ONLY for overdue books, audiobooks, kits or periodicals 

returned between December 1 and December 31, 2012** 
 

Replacement costs for lost or damaged items are not included. 
Overdue fines for videos are not included. 

 
 

HOKE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
334 N. Main St., Raeford 

910-875-2502 
www.srls.info 













 

                       

 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
From:  Sheriff Hubert A. Peterkin Hoke County 
 

 
LOCAL SHERIFF OFFERS TIPS FOR SAFE SHOPPING DURING THE  

HOLIDAY SEASON 
 
“The holiday season is right around the corner and shoppers are crowding malls and discount stores to buy     
  the latest gadgets and find the best deals,” said Sheriff Peterkin of Hoke County. 

 
  But what shoppers are neglecting is their safety. According to Sheriff Peterkin “This time of year attracts  
  more shopping-related criminal activity because of the larger crowds and the extended store hours. These    
  factors and the usual distraction of shopping, creates a more favorable environment for petty thieves and  
  other offenders. 
 

The Sheriff reminds all Hoke County residents to follow these safety tips: 
 

Shopping Safety: 
 

 A single shopper is the best target for theft.  Always shop with a friend or relative. 
 When going shopping, tell someone where you are going and what time to expect you to 

return.  Also, make sure they know what you are wearing, as well as the type of vehicle you 
are driving. 

 Shop during daylight hours.  If you shop at night, park your vehicle in a well-lit area. 
 Dress casually and comfortably and avoid wearing expensive jewelry.  If carrying cash, keep 

it in your front pocket rather than in a purse or wallet.  This makes it much more difficult for 
a pick-pocket to remove.  Also store car keys in a pants or jacket pocket.  If your purse is 
stolen, you will still be able to drive home. 

 Pay careful attention to your surroundings and avoid overloading yourself with packages.  It 
is important to have clear visibility and freedom of motion to avoid mishaps. 

 When returning to your vehicle, check around it and in the back seat.  Be aware of strangers 
approaching you for any reason.  Have you car keys in your hand to avoid spending 
unnecessary time unprotected from the security of your vehicle. 

 If you feel uneasy returning to your vehicle alone, find a security guard and ask them to walk 
you to your car. 

 

Office of the  Sheriff 

Hoke County Sheriff’s Office and Emergency Management  
HUBERT A. PETERKIN, Sheriff 

      
429 East Central Avenue                      PO Box 300                         Phone (910) 
875-5111              
Raeford, NC 28376                              Raeford, NC 28376              Fax   (910) 
875-2034 



According to Sheriff Peterkin “during this time of year, busy holiday shoppers become careless and   
vulnerable to other crimes as well. Credit card fraud and gift card fraud are on the rise. However, 
taking a few preventive measures can help.” 

 
Credit Card Fraud: 
 
 Keep a close watch on your credit card every time you use it, and make sure you  get it back  
 as quickly as possible. 
 Never write your PIN number on your credit card. 
 Never leave your credit cards or receipts lying around. 
 Shield your credit card number so that others around you can’t copy it or capture  it on a    
 mobile telephone or other camera. 
 Only carry credit cards that you absolutely need. 
 Shred anything with your credit card number written on it. 
 If you’re planning to purchase online, make sure the web page where you enter your credit 

card information is secure through SSL (Secure Socket Layer).  You can tell if the web page 
is secure by looking for the gold lock or key icon at the bottom corner of your browser 
window. 

 If you’re not comfortable submitting your information through the internet, call the seller and 
give them your information over the telephone.  Never send your credit card information via 
email. 

 Check the company out.  Only do business with companies that provide a physical address 
and telephone number.   

 Keep good records.  Always print out a copy of any online products or services you purchase. 
 
 Gift Card Fraud: 
 

 Never buy gift cards from online auction sites.  This is a large source of gift card fraud.  Many 
of the gift cards are stolen, counterfeit or used. 

 Only buy gift cards directly from the store issuing the gift card or from a secure retailer’s 
website. 

 Don’t buy gift cards off of publicly displayed racks in retail stores.  Only purchase gift cards 
at the sales terminal from the cashier. 

 Always carefully examine both the front and back of a gift card before you buy it.  If you see 
a PIN number, ask for a different card.  If the card looks like it has been tampered with in any 
way, put it back. 

 Always ask the store cashier to scan the gift card in front of you.  This will guarantee that 
your card is valid when you buy it and that it reflects the balance you just charged it with. 

 Always keep your receipt as a proof of purchase as long as there is money stored on the gift 
card.  

 If possible, register your gift card at the store’s website 
 Never give your Social Security number, date of birth or any other unneeded private 

information when purchasing a gift card.  No reputable company will ask for this information. 
 

   In light of these problems, Sheriff Peterkin warns shoppers to be careful so that they don’t become 
the victim of criminal activity.  “Unfortunately, when shopping, people have a tendency to let their 
guard down,” said Sheriff Peterkin.  “However, paying attention and taking precautions can help 
eliminate their chances of being victimized.” 
 

 
Nationally Accredited Agency 
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