
Thanksgiving Day is a  

wonderful time for families and 

friends to gather around the 

dinner table and enjoy spending 

time together. The last thing 

anyone wants on such a day is 

an accident or injury to mar the 

celebration.  

According to the National Fire 

P r o t e c t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n 

(NFPA), during the time period 

of 2007-2011, 43% of reported 

home fires involved cooking 

equipment. The US Consumer 

Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC) found that during 2009-

2011, more than three times the 

daily average of cooking fire 

occurred on Thanksgiving Day. 

The kitchen is the heart of the 

home and even more so at 

Thanksgiving. With these  

statistics in mind, observing the 

following Thanksgiving Safety 

tips could help you and your 

family from becoming one of 

them: 

Stay in the kitchen while you 

are cooking on the stovetop so 

that you can keep an eye on 

your food. The CPSC reminds 

us to “Stand by Your Pan.” 

Stay in the home when cooking 

your turkey and check it  

frequently.  

Keep children away from the 

stove. It will be hot and they 

should remain at least 3 feet 

away. 

Make sure children stay away 

from hot foods and liquids. 

The steam or splash from  

vegetables, gravy, or coffee 

could cause serious burns.  

Keep the floor clear so you 

don’t trip over kids, toys,  

purses, or bags. 

Keep knives out of the reach of 

children. 

Be sure electric cords from an 

electric knife, coffee maker, 

plate warmer, or mixer are not 

dangling within easy reach of a 

child. 

Make sure your smoke alarms 

are working. Test them by 

pushing the test button. 

 

~ Emergency Management 

A MESSAGE  FROM  THE   

HOKE  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  

KEEP  THANKSGIVING  GATHERINGS  SAFE  

The holidays and New Year are 

a special time of celebration, 

reflection and looking forward. 

The Commissioners would like 

to thank all the citizens of Hoke 

County for your efforts to  

improve our County. 

Hoke County Offices will be 

closed Thursday, November 26 

and Friday, November 27th for 

Thanksgiving; Wednesday, 

December 23rd through Friday, 

December 25th for Christmas; 

and Friday, January 1st for 

New Years Day. 

We wish your family all the 

love and blessings of the  

season, and we wish you the 

very best for the new year!  
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Hoke County Newsletter 

Welcome to the  

Hoke County Newsletter.  

Inside you’ll find   

information of what’s going 

on inside Hoke County.  

If you have any  

questions, comments, or 

concerns, please email  

Newsletter 

@hokecounty.org 
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“No spring nor summer’s  

beauty hath such grace as I 

have seen in one Autumnal 

face…” 

~John Donne, "Elegy IX: The 

Autumnal" 

This quote is beautiful in so 

many ways, but it reminds us 

that we sometimes face our 

“autumn” years with fear and 

trepidation. We shouldn’t. We 

should be grateful that we have 

arrived!  

We should celebrate, share and 

be joyful. 

Here at the senior center we 

find things every day to be 

grateful for. Thanksgiving is 

only ONE day, but we try to be 

thankful every day. On  

National Senior Citizens day 

we asked each senior what they 

were grateful for in having 

achieved the honor of  

becoming a senior. The  

following are examples: 

“I am grateful for God in my 

life”, “I am grateful for my 

health”, “I am grateful to have 

this place to come to.” “I am 

grateful for my family”, “I am 

grateful for fellowship” It was a 

huge consensus of people being 

grateful for what they cannot 

buy. All too often when we are 

young we gage success in life by 

the “things” we have. As you 

get older, you realize it’s not 

the things in life it’s the people, 

the love and the memories. 

At Hoke County Senior  

Services we are a family; a big, 

loud, crazy, argumentative, 

opinionated, loving caring, 

sharing family. We have fun, 

we laugh, we pray, we learn, 

but mostly we do it together. 

Companionship is what keeps 

us strong, the sense of love and 

family. Very much like…. “I 

can say my brothers’ haircut is 

ugly, but you better NOT!” 

We’d like to ask that in this 

season, we all be grateful for 

whatever we have no matter 

how small or how large.  

Someone somewhere is  

suffering more than we are right 

now and for them we find in 

our hearts to say “Today is a 

beautiful day to be grateful” 

Every single day. 

This fall we also took a trip to 

the Fruitcake Factory, Golden 

Corral,  celebrated the  

upcoming birth of our “official 

Senior Baby” Madalyn,  

enjoyed the Poultry Festival, 

December 11, 2015 at  Hoke 

County Senior Services located 

at 423 East Central Avenue 

Raeford, NC  28376. 

For more information contact 

Della Smith at 910-875-8588 or 

stop by: 

Hoke County Senior Services, 

423 East Central Avenue, 

Raeford, NC 28376 

 

 

Hoke County Senior Services is 

looking for angels to adopt a 

home bound senior this  

Christmas ! 

If you, your business, or church 

family would like to adopt a 

senior this Christmas we ask 

you to stop by the Hoke County 

Senior Services Christmas tree 

located at 423 East Central 

Avenue Raeford, NC and pull 

an ornament from the tree.  The 

ornament will have the gender 

and a number associated with 

the senior’s name.  Please  

register with a Hoke County 

Senior Services staff member 

upon selecting the ornament. 

All gifts need to be wrapped 

and received by 5:00pm  

Sample of Items to purchase: 

 

Personal Care Items 

Body Wash 

Lotion 

Toothpaste 

Tooth brush 

Deodorant 

Blanket 

Word Puzzles 

Candy (Sugar Free) 

Hair Brushes 

Socks 

Hats 

Scarves 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

ADOPT  A  HOME  BOUND  SENIOR  FOR  CHRISTMAS !  

put on a successful Annual 

Yard Sale, had a ghoulishly 

good time at the Halloween 

party and are looking forward 

to our Thanksgiving Social.  

Our Sponsor a senior program 

is in full effect. Come by the 

center at:  423 East Central 

Ave, Raeford, NC to pick an 

ornament off of the Giving 

Tree.   

Please reach out to someone in 

need and make their holiday 

special. 

For more information contact 

Hoke County Senior Services at 

(910) 875-8588 
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Steeplechase as well as a new 

approximately nineteen lot 

subdivision along South Parker 

Church Road.   

As we have reported in the past 

Hoke County is still working in 

cooperation with the City of 

Raeford, Cumberland County, 

and the Cumberland County 

municipalities on a joint  

regional Hazard Mitigation 

Plan. Regions are dictated by 

F E M A a nd  t he  S t a t e  

Emergency Management and 

plans are required to be  

renewed every five (5) years in 

order for local governments to 

be eligible for disaster relief 

The Fall has started on a  

promising note with several 

requests for development  

coming through the Planning 

Department. In addition to the 

Lumbee River EMC building 

currently under construction on 

Highway 401 the Planning 

Board recently recommended 

approval for a request to  

construct a shopping center 

along 401 beside the assisted 

living facility. This would  

create more jobs and tax  

revenue for Hoke County. 

There have also been several 

residential subdivision requests 

the department is currently 

processing. A new section of 

financing from FEMA in the 

event of a natural disaster.  

If you have any planning or 

zoning questions please feel free 

to come by the office or give us 

a call at (910) 875-8407. 

 

~Robert Farrell 

County Planner 

HOKE  COUNTY  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT  

IT’S  T IME  TO  L IST  YOUR  PROPERTY  

ALL persons who own or  

control business, farm, and any 

personal property subject to 

taxation in Hoke County or 

made improvements to real 

property, MUST LIST all such 

property and/or improvements 

for year 2016 between January 

4 and February 1, 2016. 

There is a 10% late list penalty 

for failing to list your property 

after January 31. Listings will 

be accepted as timely filed if 

received on February 1, 2016 

this year since the 31st is on 

Sunday. 

All Exemption or Exclusion 

applications are due no later 

than February 1, 2016 with the 

exception of the Elderly/

Disability exclusions.  This 

includes but is not limited to 

c h u r c h e s ,  n o n - p r o f i t  

organizations, educational  

facilities, builder’s exemption, 

etc. 

The Elderly/Disabled exclusion 

and the Veteran Disability  

exclusion applications will be 

accepted until June 1,2016.  

The income limit for the  

Elderly/Disabled exclusion for 

2016 is $29,500.   

Present use applications for 

agr iculture,  forest ry or  

horticulture are also due no 

later than February 1, 2016. 

If you wish to appeal your real 

estate value for 2016, you must 

file the appeal before the Board 

of Equalization and Review 

adjourns.  Please call our office 

to make an appointment with 

one of our appraisers beginning 

in January, 2016.  If you  

disagree with the results of your 

informal hearing, you may  

appeal to the Board of  

Equalization and Review.  Date 

and time of these meetings will 

be published in The News  

Journal and also on our 

webpage. 

Motor Vehicle Valuation  

appeals must be filed within 30 

days of the due date printed on 

the notice to renew.  Licensed 

motor vehicles are valued at 

retail trade level for property 

tax purposes.  Classified motor 

vehicles are not valued at 

wholesale, blue book or private 

party asking prices.  Internet 

valuation lookup websites are 

typically the lower level of 

trade.  Value adjustments can 

be made if the owner can  

document high mileage,  

significant body damage,  

excessively worn interior or 

other types of damage.  

 P i c t u r e s  o f  v e h i c l e  

documenting the condition, 

repair estimates, or a copy of 

bill of sale from a dealer are 

considered in a valuation  

appeal.  All appeals on motor 

vehicles are handled by the tax 

office.  Licensed plate agency 

staff cannot change the value of 

motor vehicles.  

For more information, visit the 

Hoke  County  Webs i t e, 

w w w . h o k e c o u n t y . n e t . 

Choose Your Government – 

Taxes – Assessor’s Department.  

Tax Forms are available on the 

web.  

You may also visit our office at 

227 N Main St or reach us by 

phone at 910-875-8751. 

 

~ Jennie Gibson 

Assessor 
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Hoke County’s 

S u m m e r  

R e a d i n g  

P r o g r a m  

winners: Lillian Killibrew, SRLS & HCPL winner (above 

left) and Khadijah Hyman  (below right) 

When we learn, we grow  

~~ display by Natalie Spencer 

Library Card Sign-Up Month prize winners Aaron Gessler 

(w/his mom Sabrina) &  Ann Marie Alexander winner of 

a gift certificate from Seven Lakes Screenprinting & Gifts.              

Rake in a Good Read 

~~ display by Nettie Adams 

The Friends go to the  

Roller Derby! 

….and get a giant check!   
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NC Storytelling Guild 

President Janice Gavin 

presented a story pro-

gram at HCPL as part of 

the Guild’s 100 County 

Journey to promote their 

Heart of North Carolina 

Storytelling Festival in 

September. 
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VETERAN ’S  SERVICES  

Do you know someone that is 

Homeless? Here are some great 

local resources: 

-Supportive Services for  

Veteran Families (SSVF) grant 

in North Carolina. Under the 

SSVF program, VA is awarding 

grant to private nonprofit  

organizations and consumer 

cooperative that provide  

services very low income  

Veterans families living in or 

transitioning to permanent 

housing. The SSVF program 

gives Veterans and their  

families the rapid assistance 

they need to remain in  

permanent housing or get back 

into permanent housing as 

quickly as possible. Family 

Endeavors in Fayetteville is a 

contact you can make.  

910-672-6166. 

PTSD issues- You can learn 

m o r e  a bo u t  P T SD a t 

ptsd.va.gov 

Aid and attendance (SMC)- 

Can a Veteran receive  

additional payments for serious 

disabilities?- VA can pay  

additional compensation to a 

Veteran who as a result of  

military service, incurred the 

loss or loss of use specific  

organs or extremities. 

Employability- 

 VA Health Care- you need a  

10-10EZ to register for health at 

the New VA clinic in  

Fayetteville, or completer this 

form on VA medical center, 

Fayetteville webpage 

 Who is eligible for benefits 

under the post 9/11 GI Bill? 

- Individuals who serve at least 

90 days of aggregate service 

after September 10. 2001 are 

eligible. To be eligible for 100% 

of the benefits, an individual 

must have served an aggregate 

of 36 months of active duty 

serv ice ,  or  have been  

d i sc har g ed  f o r  s e rv ic e  

connected disability after 30 

days of continuous service after 

September 10, 2001. Veterans 

must have an honorable  

discharge to be eligible. 

~ Jackie Haliburton 

Veteran’s Service Office 

be initiated by the VARO.  

Veterans who are 65 years or 

older in receipt of I/U are not 

required to file a 21-4140  

annually.  

I understand from talking with 

Bra d  St r oud  t ha t  t he  

Mooresville Claims Clinic 

sponsored by the American 

Legion and Iredell County was 

a big success. This is a prime 

example of how collaboration 

and cooperation among  

agencies can better assist the 

veterans of North Carolina. A 

big thank you to Doug  

Chapman the VARO, Veterans 

Service Center Manager who 

ensured that we had a team 

from the VARO to support this 

event. Thank you to all those 

County and NCDVA folks who 

helped ensure this event was a 

success! We are busy this week 

with a BVA Travel Board  

session and hope to help a  

veteran or dependent put a  

dollar in their pocket! 

As Thanksgiving is just around 

the corner, it gives us reason to 

pause and reflect on how much 

we all have to be thankful for as 

Americans. We are truly 

blessed to be Americans and 

enjoy all the freedoms that are 

associated with being a citizen 

of the greatest Nation in the 

world. The price of freedom is 

not free and has been paid for 

by the tremendous sacrifices 

made daily by those wearing 

the uniform and all those who 

have worn the uniform of our 

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s .  O n  

Thanksgiving, please pause and 

remember those in uniform 

The Coach of the nonrated 

team requested that I remind 

the field force to encourage 

their veterans to return the  

Dependency Questionnaires in 

a timely manner. Dependency 

Questionnaires are sent to all 

veterans receiving benefits  

every 8 years. If these are not 

sent back to the VARO, the 

VARO will go back to the last 

time the dependents were  

verified and take them off the 

veteran’s award which will 

create an overpayment. Also, 

the VA Form 21-4140s which 

are required to be filled out 

annually by veterans receiving 

I/U, should be returned timely. 

If the VA Form 21-4140 is not 

received by the VARO in a 

timely manner, then a proposal 

to reduce Rating Decision will 

VA DEPENDENCY  QUESTIONNAIRES   

throughout the world that  

sacrifice and persevere to  

ensure we continue to enjoy the 

freedoms of being an American! 

We at the SSO truly appreciate 

all the sacrifices made by our 

military members and also  

appreciate the dedicated  

services you folks in the field 

provide to our veterans on a 

daily basis. You folks are the 

best America has to offer and 

I’m proud to work with you in 

assisting veterans in the great 

state of North Carolina. Keep 

up the great work and have a 

safe Thanksgiving holiday!  

~ Jackie Haliburton 

Veterans Service Officer 
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Maybe you’ve gotten a new 
credit or debit card in the mail 

or heard something about the 
U.S. moving to the “Chip and 

Signature” or “Chip and PIN” 

standard. The U.S. is moving 
toward  adopt i ng  thes e  

standards, and October 1st, 
2015, was a major deadline for 

U.S. payment companies and 
merchants. 

 

What is Chip and Signature/

Chip and PIN? 

The Europay, MasterCard, Visa 

(EMV) standard uses payment 

cards with a chip and requires 
either a PIN (Chip and PIN) or 

a signature (Chip and  
Signature) to authorize a  

payment. The chip is a small 
metal square, typically silver or 

gold, on the payment card that 

stores encrypted, dynamic data. 
After payment approval during 

a transaction, the data on the 
chip will change. This is  

different from the older  
magnetic strip cards, where the 

data on the magnetic strip never 

changed, which made it easy 
for malicious actors to copy. 

With the new chips, it will be 
more much difficult for  

malicious actors to read the 
data on the chip and then,  

because it constantly changes, 

to counterfeit it. 

 

Chip and Signature/Chip and 

PIN cards are only new to the 
United States. Many countries 

around the world already uses 
these new technologies because 

they help to reduce credit card 

fraud through the use of  
authentication, verification, and 

authorization.  

 

Authenticating a card 

through its chip helps to  

prevent counterfeit cards.  

Verifying the card holder 

through the signature/PIN 

helps protect against lost or 
stolen cards. 

Authorization of the  
transaction indicates that both 

the merchant and buyer agree 

to the transaction. 

 

When you purchase an item 

using a chip card, the credit 
card may be swiped, like you 

are used to, or it may be placed 
into a slot, placed on a sensor, 

or waved over the sensor. The 

merchant will direct you on 
what to do. 

 

T o  e n s u r e  b a c k w a r d s  
compatibility with existing  

payment systems, the magnetic 
strip will remain on the new 

payment cards and store static 

data. During the transition  
period, this static data can be 

stolen and used to commit 
fraud. After the transition  

period, the magnetic strips will 
most likely be phased out.  

 

Which is the U.S. using - Chip 

and Signature or Chip and 

PIN? 

While there is no law that  
forces credit card companies in 

the United States to use one or 

the other, most credit card  

companies are electing to issue 
Chip and Signature payment 

cards to U.S. consumers.  

 

Will this change my online 

purchases? 

No, the change to Chip and 
Signature should not change 

how you purchase items online. 

However, if you are issued a 
Chip and PIN card, you may 

need to enter the PIN number 
to complete the purchase. And 

as with any new payment card, 
if you have pre-authorized 

charges for monthly expenses, 

such as the gym or an online 
website, you will need to  

update your payment card  
information with the merchant 

because your account number 
will change. 

 

Will this change my purchases 

while traveling overseas? 

No, the change to Chip and 

Signature/Chip and PIN 
should not change how you 

purchase items overseas.  

However, some U.S. citizens 
are reporting difficulties in  

using magnetic strip-only credit 
cards overseas, where Chip and 

Signature/Chip and PIN has 
already been implemented. 

 

Why change credit cards? 

Malicious actors know how to 
read the magnetic stripe on the 

back of magnetic stripe cards 

and because that information 
never changes, they can copy it 

onto a new payment card and 
fake the card holder’s signature. 

As long as the real payment 

card is valid, the fake card will 
be valid, too.  Once there is 

wide spread adoption of the 
chip technology, the magnetic 

stripe will no longer be included 

on the cards subsequent cards.   

 

What if I’m still the victim of 

Identity Theft? 

Even with the new payment 
cards you or someone you 

know may still be the victim of 
identity theft. If you think you 

are a victim, file a report with 
your local police department, 

and notify the three credit  

reporting agencies: Equifax, 
Experian, and Transunion. 

Also check IdentityTheft.gov, 
t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a d e  

Commission’s (FTC) website 
for more resources. It contains 

f ree  informat ion about  

recovering from identity theft, 
as well as information  

regarding the most current 
scams and frauds. Complaints 

may be filed at  

ftccomplaintassistant.gov.  

 

More information on EMV and 

the transition is available at: 
www.emv-connection.com/ 

http://www.emv-connection.com/


CELEBRATING SUCCESS  

Two of our students were the 
winners of the Farm City Essay 

contest for their respective 
schools. In addition Kameil 

was the district winner for 
Hoke County. We are very 

proud of these young ladies and 

t he i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e nt s . 
 

~ Carole Taitt 

Hoke Reading Literacy Council 

We have served 112 Students 
with 2108 hours of instruction 

132 Students have completed 

1051 hours of Lexia usage 

80 participants in our public 

access computer lab have  

completed 422 hours of use 

We have  aw arded  9 7  

certificates for completion of 

Lexia reading levels 

(YTD results as of 10/31/2015) 

HOKE READING LITERACY COUNCIL  
NOVEMBER UPDATES  
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h e a d i n g  a s  f o l l o w s :  

County Depar tments  > 

Depar tment  Lis t ings  >  

Environmental Health.  

There is also currently a direct 

link to the Environmental 

Health page on the county 

news section of the main page.  

You can also directly access the 

reports by simply going to: 

hoke.nc.gegov.com/links.cfm 

Once there, you may search for 

the reports you would like to 

view by date, establishment 

type, or other criteria.  

Sanitation grades and reports 

for all facilities inspected by 

Environmental Health in Hoke 

County are available online. 

To access the reports, go to the 

Hoke County Environmental 

Health page on the county  

website and click the big link 

that looks like a grade card. 

The Environmental Health 

page can be located by going to 

the main county website at 

www.hokecounty.net and then 

utilizing the drop down menus 

under the “Your Government” 

Having these reports available 

online for easy viewing by the 

public is a valuable tool. The 

best thing a person can do 

when deciding where to eat or 

send their kids, etc. is to look at 

the posted grade and now they 

can also see why the grade is 

what it is. 

~ Dawn Wilkie 

Environmental Health 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SANITATION  REPORTS  
AVAILABLE  ONLINE  

HOKE  COUNTY  4 -H YOUTH  ATTEND  STATE  4-H 
COUNCIL  CONFERENCE  
Four youth delegates from 

Hoke County attended State  

4-H Council Conference  

November 14-15, 2015 in  

Raleigh, North Carolina.  The 

delegates joined more than 260 

youth and adults representing 

67 counties.  While at the  

conference, delegates had the 

chance to learn about health, 

improve their leadership skills 

and participate in interactive 

workshops. 

Hoke county 4-H’ers who  

attended were (pictured left to 

right) Aaron Clark, Abigail 

Clark, Trevor Young and Scott 

Warren.  

The 4-H program is the youth 

education program of the North 

C a r o l i n a  C o o p e r a t i v e  

Extension, based at North  

Carolina State and North  

C a r o l i n a  A & T  S t a t e  

Universities. More than 

232,000 young people ages 5 

through 18 participate in North 

Carolina 4-H activities each 

year with the help of 20,563 

adult and youth volunteers. 

For more information on the  

4-H program in Hoke County, 

please contact Cathy James or 

Cathy Brown at (910) 875-2162. 

~ Cathy Brown 

Hoke County 4-H 

Kamya and Kameil pictured with 

Carole Taitt 
Kameil and Kamya pictured 

with Barbara Tyson  
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To be eligible to enroll in 

health coverage through the 

Marketplace, you: 

• Must live in the United States 

• Must be a U.S. citizen or  

national (or be lawfully  

present). Learn about eligible 

immigration statuses. 

•Can't be incarcerated 

NOTE:  If you have Medicare 

coverage, you’re not eligible to 

use the Marketplace to buy a 

health or dental plan.  

 

Important dates for 2016  

enrollment 

•November 1, 2015: Open  

Enrollment started — first day 

you can enroll in a 2016  

insurance plan through the 

Health Insurance Marketplace. 

Coverage can start as soon as 

January 1, 2016. 

• December 15, 2015: Last day 

to enroll in or change plans for 

new coverage to start January 

1, 2016 

• January 1, 2016: 2016  

coverage starts for those who 

enroll or change plans by  

December 15. 

• January 15, 2016: Last day to 

enroll in or change plans for 

new coverage to start February 

1, 2016 

• January 31, 2016: 2016 Open 

Enrollment ends. Enrollments 

or changes between January 16 

and January 31 take effect 

March 1, 2016. 

NOTE:  If you don’t enroll in a 

2016 health insurance plan by 

January 31, 2016, you can’t 

enroll in a health insurance 

plan for 2016 unless you qualify 

for a Special Enrollment Period 

 

If you haven’t applied for  

insurance on HealthCare.gov 

before, here’s what you need 

to know about the Health  

In su r an ce  Mar k e t pl ace 

(sometimes known as the 

health insurance "exchange" 

or “Obamacare exchange”). 

 

1. The Health Insurance  

Marketplace is for people who 

don’t have health coverage 

• If you don’t have health  

insurance through a job,  

Medicare, Medicaid, the  

Children’s Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP), or another 

source that provides qualifying 

coverage, the Marketplace can 

help you get covered. 

• If you have job-based  

insurance: You can buy a plan 

through the Marketplace, but 

you’ll pay full price unless your 

employer’s insurance doesn’t 

meet certain standards. Most 

job-based plans do meet the 

standards. 

• If you have Medicare: You 

can’t switch to Marketplace 

insurance, supplement your 

coverage with a Marketplace 

plan, or buy a Marketplace 

dental plan.  

2. What you pay for insurance 

depends on your income 

• Your savings depend on your 

estimate of your expected  

income for 2016, not your  

income for 2015. Get a quick 

idea if your expected income is 

in the range to save. 

• Based on the income estimate 

you put on your application, 

we’ll tell you what you qualify 

for.  

• Most people who apply  

qualify for a premium tax credit 

that lowers their monthly  

insurance bill.  

• Some also save on out-of-

pocket costs like deductibles 

and copayments. 

• The plans are offered by  

private insurance companies 

with a range of prices and  

features. All plans cover:    

essential health benefits,  

p re -e x i s t ing  cond i t ions ,  

including pregnancy, and  

preventive care. 

• You can add dental to a 

health plan, but you don’t have 

to. You can’t buy a dental plan 

unless you enroll in a health 

plan.  

 

3. You can apply for coverage 4 

ways: 

• Online 

• By phone 

• With in-person help 

• With a paper application 

 

4. If you don’t have health  

insurance, you may have to pay 

a fee: 

• Most people must have  

qualifying health coverage or 

pay a fee with their 2016 federal 

taxes. 

• If you don’t have coverage in 

2016, you’ll pay a penalty of 

either 2.5% of your income, or 

$695 per adult ($347.50 per 

child) — whichever is higher.  

• Learn about the fee. In some 

cases, you might qualify for an 

e x e m p t i o n  f r o m  t h e  

requirement to have health 

insurance. 

 

5. Apply now. Act by  

December 15 for coverage  

starting January 1, 2016 

You can apply right now.  

Enroll by December 15 and 

your coverage can start January 

1, 2016. After January 31, 

2016, you can’t buy a health 

insurance plan for the rest of 

2016 unless you have a life 

change — like having a baby, 

getting married, or losing other 

health coverage — that  

qualifies you for a Special  

Enrollment Period.  

~ Della Sweat 

Social Services Director 

least one disabled person  

receiving disability benefits, 

such as Supplemental Security 

Income, Social Security  

Disability or Veterans benefits, 

through the Division of Aging 

and Adult Services.  If funds 

remain, all other households 

may apply beginning January 1, 

2016 through March 31, 2016.  

The Hoke County Department 

of Social Services will begin 

taking applications for the Low 

Income Energy Assistance  

Program (LIEAP) beginning 

Dec. 1, 2015.  From December 

1, 2015 through December 31, 

2015 applications will be taken 

for households that contain a 

person aged 60 or above, or at 

Eligibility is based on income, 

resources, citizenship or legal 

alien status and households that 

have a heating source.  Eligible 

applicants will receive a  

one-time payment that will go 

directly to the vendor.  Also, 

aged or disabled applicants that 

re unable to come into the  

office to apply can conduct a 

LOW  INCOME  ENERGY  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM  (LIEAP)  

p h o n e  i n t e r v i e w .   

 

For more information, contact 

the Hoke County Department 

of Social Services at 875-8725..  

All Native Americans must 

apply at the Lumbee Tribal 

Office, located in Pembroke, 

NC. 
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HELLO ,  GOODBYE  

New DSS Employees: 

Jackie Robinson- 8/25/15 

Denisha McGregor- 8/25/15 

Deborah Ross- 10/12/15 

Keila Cruz- 9/15/15 

Melinda McKoy- 11/9/15 

 

DSS Retirements:  

Orlando Fairley- 6/30/15 (pictured right) 

Kay McMillian- 9/30/15 (pictured left) 



2016 ELECTION  INFORMATION  

FILING PERIODS: 

Partisan Offices: 

County and District Offices

(12:00 noon) 

December 1-21, 2015 

 

Non-Partisan  Offices: 

Soil and Water Conservation 

Supervisors 

June 13-July 1, 2016 

Board of Education Members 

July 5-August 1, 2016 

 

ELECTION DATES: 

PRIMARIES    

(Presidential, Dem, Rep, Lib) 

MARCH 15, 2016 

SECOND PRIMARY    

(No Fed Offices) 

MAY 3, 2016 

(or) 

SECOND PRIMARY    

(With Fed Offices) 

MAY 24, 2016 

GENERAL ELECTION 

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 


